Teen Caught In Adoption, Immigration Fight 

Fri Jun 16, 6:54 PM ET 

A young Lynn woman is caught in an immigration fight because records of her legal adoption cannot be found.

NewsCenter 5's David Boeri reported that Massachusetts has been Zosia Young's home since she was a toddler. She said her mother adopted her from the Philippines.

"As far as I know, my adoptive mother, Gloria went to the Philippines to begin adoption proceedings there and gained custody of me when I was about 3 months old," Young said.

There is now a question about whether Gloria Young adopted the teen legally, bringing the 19-year-old's legal residence into question. Her adopted mother died when her was 11. She was raised by her American aunt and uncle.

A top student at Lynn English High School, Young has been numerous awards and is in the Junior Reserve Officer's Training Corps.

As she grew older, Young said her citizenship predicament became apparent, culminating in her inability to go to the colleges that accepted her.

"I was accepted to Norwich University with a scholarship," she said.

But the scholarship required U.S. citizenship, and Young could not go.

Young went to the Immigration and Naturalization Services for help.

"I explained my story from beginning to end," Young said.

INS placed Young under administrative arrest, alleging she was not a citizen. Deportation proceedings began for Young, who said she does not know anyone in the Philippines.

"This is the only world I know. I was raised by an American. I was raised here in Lynn. This is the only world I know," she said.

Young will appear before an immigration judge in August.
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