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DEAR BIRTHMOTHER
Hello and Thank You!
Hi! We are deeply honored that you are considering
us as a part of your life story as partners in raising
this child. While we are only beginning to get to know
one another, there are two things we’re certain about:
you are courageous and strong, and we will love your
child with our whole hearts. We would love for this
to only be the beginning of not only our relationship
with your child, but you!

One of the first things our
friends might say about us
is that we have a lot of
fun together! Whether it’s
traveling, attending concerts,
or hiking and biking in
the woods, or even having
a chill day at home, we
love spending time with
one another, and look
forward to sharing these
and other experiences with
our children as our family
grows.

We’ve always wanted kids, and the reality of infertility
has led us to the beautiful journey of adoption. It’s
been a difficult road, but one beautiful blessing from
God has been the friends in our life who have also
chosen to adopt. We hope that you choose us and
we can all travel down this path together, learning
about each other and providing a warm, safe, fun,
and loving home for our child.
We live in a wonderful and culturally-diverse neighborhood
and have a vegetable garden in front of our house.

OUR WEDDING DAY

The big day! Our wedding was beautiful, and
we were so glad to have all our family and
friends in one place.

APPLE PICKING

10 YEARS TOGETHER!

We met at college in the fall of
2001, and have now been married
for nearly 14 years. Neither of us
saw it coming, but what started as
a friendship eventually became so
much more! Through our shared
passion for offering a message of
hope to middle and high school
students, we got to know each other
serving in a church youth ministry
together. This shared calling led us
to Connecticut, where Paul served
as a Youth Pastor for several years,
and now to Philadelphia where
Shanell worked hard to put Paul
through grad school. Now Paul
serves as an Associate Pastor of
a young and vibrant church in
Philadelphia. We love the friends
we’ve made here, and our church
family has been a tremendous
blessing to us. It’s been a long and
unexpected journey together, but
this has only served to strengthen
our love for one another. We long to
share this love we’ve experienced
with a child.

VACATION

Enjoying a day of apple picking - one of

We celebrated our 10th anniversary in the

We loved our vacation in New Hampshire

our favorite fall activities!

Poconos and loved seeing the waterfalls!

and Maine this past summer!

.

MEET PAUL

MEET SHANELL

(written by Shanell)

Paul is the best friend you could ever ask
for. He’s patient, loyal, and a hard worker.
He cares deeply for his family and friends,
and never hesitates to help a person in
need. He’s funny and makes me laugh
all the time. He’s adventurous, always
willing to try new things, and definitely
keeps things interesting. Life is definitely
better with him in it! He is going to be an
awesome dad and I can’t wait to see him
in that role.

In 2017, Paul earned his M.Div from seminary

(written by Paul)

Shanell is one of the most fun and creative
people I’ve ever met. Whether it’s baking,
crocheting, photography, gardening, or
jewelry making - everything she sets her
hands to make comes out amazing! She
was born in Barbados, but raised from
the age of 6 in New York. She’s a Yankees
fan, but I don’t hold that against her. Most
remarkably, Shanell is extremely loyal
to those she loves. One of her greatest
aspirations in life is to be a mom, and she
will be an amazing one!
Spending time with our friends’ kids,
who are like family.

As a pastor, Paul ge
ts to officiate wedd
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tween two close frie
nds

Enjoying a meal with a view at Morgan’s Pier.

SHANELL LOVES
GARDENING

PAUL LOVES

BAKING
Shanell loves kayaking!

TRAVELING

CROCHETING)

HIKING

PUZZLES

BIKING

HIKING

TRYING NEW FOODS

BIKING

LISTENING TO MUSIC (ESPECIALLY LIVE)

KAYAKING

PLAYING DRUMS
BASEBALL
BOSTON SPORTS TEAMS
DOING ANY OF THE ABOVE WITH SHANELL

ANYTHING CRAFTY (ESPECIALLY

SPENDING TIME WITH MY MOM
An afternoon at the cider mill with one of our best
friends’ kids, Hannah

HANGING OUT WITH PAUL
Relaxing in Barbados during a visit to see Shanell’s family!

NAPS

OUR LIFE in Philly

Celebrating Christmas 2018 with Paul’s family

Celebrating our niece’s college
graduation
in spring 2018. Paul had to pho
to-bomb it!

We took our niece to see one of her favorite bands!

nisi ut almi cipit labtexercitatio
corpo ris suscipisi ut ali quid ex
eacommodi conseqi.

We moved to Philadelphia in 2013 and God
has blessed us with amazing friends and a
loving church family. Both of those things are
vital to our life here, and we’re so grateful
for the love and care we’ve received along
the way. Over the past few years, our church
has exploded with young kids, and we can’t
wait for our child to make friends.

Paul was ordained as a pastor this year!

Our neighborhood of Mt. Airy is beautiful,
and its among the most diverse, inclusive,
and family-friendly in all of Philadelphia. Our
neighbors are truly excited for us to bring a
new child on to our block. An annual highlight
for us is Halloween, when hundreds of kids
come out trick-or-treating. We love it here,
and plan to be here for years to come!

Paul’s parents, brother, and grandparents on our
wedding day

These friends have stuck by us thro
ugh
thick and thin the past 14 years.

Trying to keep warm on a cold winter night!

PEOPLE we love
We’ve had the privilege of living in a handful
of places, all of which hold a special place
in our hearts. Shanell was born in Barbados,
where much of her extended family still
lives, and was raised in New York. Paul was
born in Massachusetts, just south of Boston.
We visit our families as often as we’re able,
including trips to Barbados every few years.
After attending college together in New York,
where we met, we lived in Connecticut for
nearly a decade, where we formed lifelong
friendships.

Taking in a Phillies vs Red Sox game with some friends.
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Celebrating Shanell’s birthday over breakfast at one of our
favorite restaurants.

It’s hard to capture our whole lives in a
booklet, but we hope this has given you
a view into who we are and what we’re
about. We truly believe that our love for one
another and the beautiful community we’re
surrounded by will make for a great home
for a child, and we promise to love your child
with our whole hearts. From the bottom of
our hearts, we thank you for considering us.
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